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OUR STORY
Six years ago former Navy SEAL and war veteran, Clint Bruce, attended a barbecue on 

Memorial Day. 

As he thought about the friends he’d lost in combat, he couldn’t help but notice that the 

people around him had a very different view of what Memorial Day meant. To some it was a 

party. To others, it was a fun and relaxing day off work. 

Clint struggled, carrying both anger and grief that day. Not knowing what else to do, he 

strapped on his pack and began walking, all the while thinking about the people who 

sacrificed for him and  

for you. 

As he walked, he encountered another veteran: an older gentleman who knew exactly what 

Clint was doing. With understanding and wisdom, the man simply said, “Son, who are you 

carrying?” Clint says that with those words, “the tumblers fell into place as he articulated what I 

was feeling and with that moment Carry The Load was born.” 

With the help of fellow Navy SEAL veteran, Stephen Holley, Carry The Load began it’s mission 

to connect Americans to the sacrifices made by our military, law enforcement, firefighters and 

rescue personnel and to give them an active way to participate.  

What started as a mission to restore the true meaning of Memorial Day has broadened to 

include more than just our military heroes and more than just the one holiday. Carry The Load 

works to bring all Americans together to participate in honoring our nation’s heroes every day.

Click	  to	  watch

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=3ck3IKfdNAU&t=8s
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=3ck3IKfdNAU&t=8s


OUR  
PROGRAMS

Carry The Load programs provide 
an active way for Americans to 
remember, honor and celebrate 
those who sacrifice for us daily. 

The programs are split into three 
groups - Awareness, Continuum of 
Care, and Education.

AWARENESS 
PROGRAMS

CONTINUUM OF CARE 
PROGRAM

EDUCATION 
PROGRAM

Carry The Load supports and hosts 

events throughout the year in which 

the public can participate. 

Today, Carry The Load uses Memorial 

May leading into Memorial Day as 

the catalyst to bring awareness to 

our cause. These Memorial May 

Awareness events give Americans 

active ways to participate, donate 

and volunteer in honor of our nation’s 

heroes. 

As part of Carry The Load’s mission, 

we honor and support our nation’s 

heroes by raising much-needed funds 

to provide a continuum of care for 

Military, Law Enforcement, Fire 

Fighters and Rescue personnel and 

their families. Carry The Load selects 

non-profit partners annually to 

recognize, highlight and support with 

funds for their direct service 

programs to our sacrificial servants. 

It is not only important to remind 

Americans of the sacrifices made 

daily to protect our freedom, it is 

equally important to educate the 

next generation. Through our Carry 

The F.L.A.G. program, we are forming 

F.L .A.G. Clubs throughout the 

country in Elementary, Middle and 

High Schools. The program is an 

active way for students to learn the 

history of our flag, to learn honor and 

respect for our flag, to learn how our 

Veteran’s have fought for our flag and 

to learn how to fold, lower and gather 

the flag.



AWARENESS PROGRAMS

National Relay

City Rallies

Dallas Memorial March

Carry It Anywhere

The Dallas Memorial March is held on Memorial 

Day weekend at Reverchon Park in Dallas, TX. It is a 

city wide event whose attendance has grown to 

approximately 20,000 in 2016. 

The Dallas event includes a more than 20 hour 

“Memorial March” that begins Sunday afternoon 

and goes through the night, ending on the 

afternoon of Memorial Day. Many participants 

carried the names of fallen military and first 

responders. 

We more than doubled the number of Rally cities in 

2016 with the addition of the West Coast Route. The 

hope is that City Rallies continue to grow annually 

and eventually develop into larger Memorial March 

Events. 

This program was introduced for the first time in 

2014 for Americans who don’t live along the 

National Relay route or in areas with a Memorial 

March Event or City Rally. These are individualized 

events intended to draw the participation of 

families, friends and neighbors who want to do 

their small part to honor Memorial Day. These 

Events can be virtual events, like the 100K meter 

challenge or can be a neighborhood barbecue 

done in honor or Memorial May. 

The National Relay is a bi-coastal awareness event, 

which operates 24 hours a day, handing off the 

American flag every 5 miles of walking and/or 

cycling. The West Coast route begins in Seattle, WA 

and covers 4300 miles, while the East coast route 

begins in Boston and jumps over to West Point, NY 

covering 2300 miles on the Memorial May journey 

towards Dallas. Both routes culminate in Dallas over 

Memorial Day weekend with a 20 hour event to 

honor and celebrate those who have given the 

ultimate sacrifice on Memorial Day.



AWARENESS PROGRAMS
National Relay - East Coast Route (May 1 - May 28) 
West Point, NY to Dallas, TX

National Relay - West Coast Route (April 28 - May 28) 
Seattle, WA to Dallas, TX

Carry It Anywhere Events

City Rallies 

Dallas Memorial March
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CONTINUUM 
OF CARE PROGRAM

Funds raised through our Continuum of Care programs 
allow Carry The Load to grow its vision and execute its 
mission, as well as provide existing non-profit partners 
with valuable visibility, resources and meaningful 
connections.  

Carry The Load partnered with 17 local and national non-
profi t organizat ions in 2016. These non-profi t 
organizations are working every day to serve the 
communities we strive to honor. Each has benefited 
greatly from their association with Carry The Load.  

For a full listing of our Nonprofit Partners, visit 
www.carrytheload.org/partners

Click	  to	  watch	  video

http://www.carrytheload.org/partners
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ca3k2PUlD7w
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ca3k2PUlD7w


EDUCATION 
PROGRAM

It is not only important to remind Americans 

of the sacrifices made daily to protect our 

freedom, it is equally important to educate 

the next generation. Through our Carry The 

F.L.A.G. program, we are forming F.L.A.G. 

Clubs throughout the country in Elementary, 

Middle and High Schools. The program is an 

active way for students to learn the history of 

our flag, to learn honor and respect for our 

flag, to learn how our Veteran’s have fought 

for our flag and to learn how to fold, lower 

and gather the flag. 

YOUR 
TITLE HERE

Far far away, behind the word mountains, far from the 
countries Vokalia and Consonantia, there live the blind texts. 
Separated they live in Bookmarksgrove right at the coast of 
the Semantics, a large language ocean. 

A small river named Duden flows by their place and supplies 
it with the necessary regelialia. It is a paradisematic country.
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Click	  to	  watch	  video

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=nbtbZ-ZvXws
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=nbtbZ-ZvXws


2016  
FINANCIALS

FUNDS RAISED TO DATE - 
$13.7 Million 

Of the $13.7M raised since 2011, $12.5M has gone to Programs--

$8.0M to Awareness Programs and $4.5M to Non-Profit 

Partners doing direct service work for our nation’s heroes. 



OUR  
SPONSORS

Bell Helicopter Fort Worth Alliance Air Show 
Abraham Baldwin Agricultural College 
American Airlines 
AMN Healthcare 
Bandera Ventures 
Briggs Freeman | Sotheby’s International Realty 
Caliber Collision 
Change Healthcare 
Cyrus One 
E2M Partners/Compatriot Capital/KDC 
E&J Gallo 
Frito Lay 
George and Fay Young Foundation 
GMC 
Gold’s Gym 
Hillwood 
Jack Link’s 
JCPenny 
JP Morgan Chase & Co 
La Quinta Inns & Suites 
L&B Realty 
Milestone Electric 
Miller Lite 
Peloton 
PepsiCo 
PWC 
Restland Funeral Home and Cemetery 
Service King 
Sunnyland Furniture 
TAC 
Texas Roadhouse 
Thomson & Knight Foundation 
WFAA8 
Woodmen Life 
Xerox 
Zaxby’s 



GLEN’S STORY
One of our goals is to celebrate the life and sacrifice of those who have served our country and inspire 

others to join Carry The Load’s cause through storytelling. Below is an example of one of these incredible 

stories - a story that reminds us why we do what we do.  

This is Glen’s Story... 

Glen has participated in Carry The Load from its beginning. He “carries” some of the men with whom he 

served who did not come home. One of those is Army Maj. Stuart Adam Wolfer, killed in action in 2008 

serving in Iraq.  

This photo of Glen was selected to help us spread awareness of our mission to restore the true meaning 

of Memorial Day.  Thanks to one of our major sponsors, Chase Bank, it was shown in over 3000 banking 

locations and 16,000+ ATMs nationwide. Maj. Wolfer’s parents happened to see this photo while visiting a 

Chase branch in Florida.  Unaware of Carry The Load, they inquired about the photo. Through Chase 

Bank, they learned about Carry The Load. And through Carry The Load, the Wolfers connected with Glen 

Dare who shared memories of their son. 

Through this series of events, the Wolfers know their son is still remembered and honored for his service 

and commitment, not just by his family and friends, but also by one man who honors that sacrifice at a 

march in Dallas, Texas on Memorial Day. Part of the healing process is knowing their son’s death still 

matters.  

We “carry” those who made the supreme sacrifice so that veterans, police, fire fighters, and rescue 

personnel have a tangible way of working through their frustration, anger, guilt, and grief. We “carry” those 

who made the supreme sacrifice so that family and friends can see that their loss matters to others. We 

“carry” those who made the supreme sacrifice so that we will never forget that freedom is not free. 



2016 has been an amazing year and we couldn’t have done it without you. 

Six years ago, what started as a mission to restore the true meaning of Memorial Day has since grown into so much more. This year we more than 
doubled our number of city rallies from 2015, we launched the West Coast route of our National Relay, we had more than 20,000 people in 
attendance at our Dallas Memorial March, and we were able to give $1.1 million to our Nonprofit Partners.  

However, Carry The Load can’t take all the credit for what we have accomplished; we owe it all to you!  

You, our Carry The Load Family, who have volunteered countless hours, who have given so much and who spread the word to help bring us to 
where we are today.  

We would not be here still without the love and support of everyone who has made us thrive and grow. It’s been an amazing year and we cannot 
wait to see what next year has in store.  

THANK YOU FOR YOUR SUPPORT!

Stephen Holley 
Co-Founder and Former Navy SEAL


